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SCRAP THE MOT TEST  
 

The Adam Smith Institute, a UK-based think tank and lobbying group says the MOT test ‘fails to 
target the main cause of collisions – pointing to research which suggests mechanical failures 
account for just 2% of collisions in the UK. Accordingly they are calling on the Government to scrap 
the MOT test – describing it as ‘outdated’ and a ‘rip off’ The report adds that collisions are caused 
by driver behaviour – such as speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and not 

using a seatbelt – and as a result, Government policy should ‘focus on driver error’. 

They also suggest a number of reforms that would save motorists £250m a year which include. 

 Scrapping the MOT test altogether for all 
vehicles, except vehicles older than three 
years entering the UK from abroad 

 Reducing the rate of vehicle safety 
inspections from annually to a less 
frequent interval – such as every three or 
five years. 

 Increasing the ‘testable age’ of new 
vehicles from three years to five years (or 
more). 

 Separating the MOT into two tests: one 
less frequent test for vehicle safety 

inspection, the other testing only carbon 
emissions. 

 Focusing more resources on educational 
and/or publicity campaigns intended to 
reduce travelling without a seat belt, 
speeding and/or substance abuse while 
driving. 

 Dedicate additional resources to the 
development and testing of driverless 
vehicles to remove driver-related 
accident factors 

 

Alex Hoagland, author of the paper, said:  

 

“The UK has required MOT testing for decades, in order to prevent crashes and fatalities from 

unreliable vehicles. Nowadays, vehicles are safer than ever, leading some governments to re-

inspect these programmes. When these safety inspections were done away with in some US states, 

accident rates did not change. There’s no evidence that vehicle safety inspections improve vehicle 

safety.” 

However, RAC says scrapping the MOT would be a ‘huge backward step’ and a ‘recipe for disaster’
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VISION ZERO FOR THE CAPITAL 

 

The Mayor of London, Transport for London and the Metropolitan Police Service have published 

London’s first ‘Vision Zero’ action plan, which sets ambitious plans to eliminate deaths and serious 

injuries from London’s transport network.  

 

Each year more than 2,000 people are killed or seriously injured on 

London’s streets. By 2022, the aim is to reduce the number of people 

killed or seriously injured on London’s roads by 65 per cent with no-

one being killed on or by a bus by 2030, on the road to Vision Zero in 

2041. Working with the Met Police and London boroughs, TfL’s radical 

‘Vision Zero’ approach starts from the premise that no death or 

serious injury on London’s roads is acceptable or inevitable. It is an 

approach that includes the introduction of lower speed limits, the 

transformation of “dangerous” junctions, tough safety standards for 

the design of HGVs and a comprehensive bus safety programme, 

which includes speed-limiting technology, and a new innovative 

training course for all drivers. TfL have already identified 73 

junctions with the worst safety record and are proceeding with a major 'Safer Junctions' programme 

that will see significant safety improvements made at these locations. 

 

At the heart of the strategy is reducing the 

speed of vehicles on London's streets, as a 

key way to reduce road danger. TfL is 

proposing to make 20mph the new general 

speed limit on all TfL roads within the 

Congestion Charging Zone by 2020 with the 

initial aim that 8.9km of roads within the CCZ 

will become 20mph by the end of this Mayoral 

term. TfL is also proposing the introduction of 

20mph speed limits on its road network in 

many of London’s other town centres and 

high-risk locations across London by 2024. 

Many London boroughs already have 20mph 

speed limits on their local residential streets 

and TfL will work with the London Boroughs 

to deliver consistent and uniform 20 mph 

speed limits where it will improve road 

safety. 

The police are responding to Vision Zero 

with a new approach, which will intensify 

police focus on the most dangerous drivers 

and amplify the deterrent effect through 

widespread high visibility roadside operations 

and patrols.    

TfL’s ‘Direct Vision Standard’ for Heavy 

Goods Vehicles will be the first initiative of 

its kind in the world to categorise HGVs 

depending on the level of a driver's direct 

vision from a cab. This scheme is due to be 

introduced in 2020 to improve vehicle safety 

and increase visibility of vulnerable road 

users. HGVs will be given a rating between 

'zero-star' (lowest) and 'five-star' (highest), 

with only those vehicles rated 'three-star' and 

above, or which have comprehensive safety 

systems, able to operate in London from 

2024. 

A world-leading Bus Safety Standard is also 

being developed for London’s buses that will 

identify the latest safety technologies and 

features to significantly reduce casualties on 

the bus network. This could include improved 

vision for drivers and autonomous emergency 

braking, as well as redesigned buses both 

inside and outside. This Bus Safety Standard 

will be written into all new bus operator 

contracts from the end of 2018.  

The Vision Zero action plan also includes 

education campaigns with local communities 

and schools and safety training for 

motorcycle and moped riders and cyclists.

Find a copy of the strategy at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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DVSA'S ANNUAL REVIEW PUBLISHED 

 

The Driving and Vehicle Standards Agency has published its Annual 

Review which makes very interesting reading and contains some 

useful factual and statistical information about the services which 

they have provided. 

 

Find a copy at  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-

uploads/ 

  
MOVING ON LINE DRIVER TRAINING FORWARD 

E-Training World has launched a major upgrade to its online driver profiling and e-driver training 

system with a host of new features. Called Auto Risk, there is a new driver dashboard, an ‘at-a-

glance’ training timeline and the option to allocate online training automatically based upon a 

driver’s high, medium or low risk rating.  

It also offers companies outstanding flexibility, such as branding and adapting the system to their 

company style, tailoring the wording and 

frequency of reminder emails, adding 

bespoke profiling questions, creating custom-

built client modules, adding company 

divisions and teams, and being able to add a 

company’s chosen on-road training provider. 

There is also the ability to add essential 

documents for drivers to read, and to confirm 

they have read. 

Graham Hurdle, E-Training World’s managing director said 

“This new version of our driver profiling and e-

driver training system has been in development for 

over 18 months and is a huge leap forward in 

online assessment and training. The tried and 

trusted method we use to profile driver risk and 

deliver modular training remains the same 

however we’ve added a wide range of new 

features to improve its usability and functionality. 

As the chosen online driver profiling partner to 

many of the best-known companies in the fleet 

sector such as insurance companies, contract hire 

and fleet management specialists, rental 

providers, other driver training companies, our 

system has always offered a highly flexible, white-

labelled risk management system that can be 

tailored extensively and be offered by fleet sector 

suppliers as an added value service. We also work 

directly with fleet operators large and small, 

helping them reduce risk, lower accident rates, 

save money and comply with health and safety 

legislation. Having already launched the new 

system to many of our fleet sector partners, the 

feedback has been exceptional and I firmly believe 

we now not only have the most accurate and 

effective system in the fleet sector, but the most 

versatile too.” 

 

E-Training World was one of the first companies to pioneer online driver profiling and e-driver 

training, and now has systems for cars, vans, HGVs, PCVs, minibus and motorcycles. Using skills and 

knowledge approach the system assesses drivers’ attitude, knowledge, concentration/observation 

and hazard perception skills, providing an overall high, medium or low risk rating, as well as a 

rating for each category. Drivers are then provided with relevant, modular training based upon the 

outcome of their assessment with 20 modules to choose from. More information at https://e-

trainingworld.com/ 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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MOBILITY STRATEGY PUBLISHED 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has published an Inclusive Mobility Strategy backed by more 

than £300m to help ensure proper access for disabled people to transport 

networks. The new measures aim to make transport fully accessible for all 

passengers by 2030, and while the infrastructure may take time to build the 

government has pledged to move 'at pace' around issues such as staff training, 

accessible information, and the ability to secure redress when things go wrong. 

According to the report the Inclusive Transport Strategy is the first step in 

achieving a genuinely inclusive transport network, which meets the needs of all 

people, regardless of whether they are disabled or not. 

Find a copy at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

WHAT NEXT FOR SHARED SPACE 

 

Among the key announcements contained in the Government Mobility Strategy referred to above is 

a recommendation for local authorities to pause the development 

of the controversial shared space schemes 'while consideration is 

given to updating the guidelines.The Chartered Institute of 

Highways and Transportation undertook their own review of 

Shared Space recently in which they identified three specific 

categories for the use of the term. 

 

These schemes, which often include the removal of kerbs and crossings, have caused anger among 

blind and partially sighted groups who claim they make the streets harder to navigate and have 

created no go areas for the disabled. The  strategy therefore recommends that Local Authorities 

pause the development of shared space schemes which incorporate a level surface while they 

review and update guidance. Accordingly they have temporarily withdrawn Local Transport Note 

1/11: Shared Space.' 

 

ENQUIRY INTO THE LOCAL STATE OF ROADS 

 

The Transport Committee has launched a new inquiry into the funding and governance of local 

roads in England. The inquiry has called for written evidence – including on the condition of local 

roads in England and how they have fared over time.The Committee wants opinions on whether the 

current approach to maintenance of local roads is appropriate.  

 

Figures show local roads comprise more than 97% of total road network length – and carry two-

thirds of motor traffic and almost all cyclist traffic. The Transport 

Committee know that the condition and maintenance of local roads 

has been a matter of public concern for several years – as 

confirmed by a recent AA-Populus Driver Poll which suggests that 

only 15% of drivers believe local roads are maintained to a high 

standard. Cycling UK suggest potholes have been a contributory 

factor in 22 deaths and 368 serious injuries to cyclists since 2007.  
 

Many local authorities struggle to find the funding to repair roads to the required standards and 

there has been a marked decrease in the frequency of road resurfacing. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
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TOP MOTORWAY SERVICES 

The peoples choice 

 

Norton Canes (Roadchef) services on the M6 toll has been rated England’s best motorway services in 

this years user survey.  

 

Value for money continues to be a key area for 

improvement. Across the country continued investment by 

operators is making a real difference to driver experience 

when they stop at services. In last year’s survey Heston 

East (M4) was the lowest ranked site with 62 per cent 

satisfaction. This year it has seen a significant increase to 

88per cent satisfaction. The biggest improvement of any 

site this year was at Stafford South (M6) – which has gone 

from 70 per cent satisfaction in 2017 when it was ranked 

second lowest to 99 per cent, the second highest 

performer in 2018. In this second annual survey 9600 

customers were asked about their experience at 111 

motorway services in England. Visitors had their say on 

facilities such as toilets, staffing, food and drink. Overall, 

the survey found 92 per cent of customers were satisfied 

with their visit and the  friendliness of staff was rated 

good by 94 per cent of visitors. 

 

The survey also found that: 

 

 89 per cent of visitors were satisfied with the 

cleanliness of the toilets 

 66 per cent of visitors thought the food or drink 

available to eat in the services was value for 

money 

 24 per cent of visitors said they arrived at the services in a tired, stressed or frustrated 

frame of mind; this was reduced to just 5 per cent when leaving to go back on the road. 

This highlights the beneficial impact that a good motorway services experience can have on 

driving standards and road safety. 

 

FREE ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS 

 

Durham Police are to offer drink drivers the opportunity free of charge to anyone in the force area 

to have  fit alcohol “interlocks”, which mean the vehicle will be 

immobilised if the driver is over the limit. Such devices are already 

commonplace in the US and Denmark, and are being offered to 

offenders on a voluntary basis.  
 

Drivers will be forced to take a breath test before starting their car 

and again at random points during a journey, with the results sent 

to police officers in real time via a mobile network. Elsewhere in 

the world the devices can on the order of a court be fitted as part 

of sentencing for people found guilty of drink-driving. 

 

Highest ranked motorway services 

 

1.    Norton Canes (M6 toll) 

2.    Stafford Southbound (M6) 

3.    Wetherby (A1 (M)) 

4.    Hilton Park Southbound (M6) 

5.    Corley Southbound (M6) 

6.    Tebay Southbound (M6) 

7.    Pease Pottage (M23) 

8.    Woodall Southbound (M1) 

Joint 9th.    Killington Lake (M6) 

Joint 9th. Tebay Northbound (M6) 

Lowest ranked motorway services 

 

111.    Thurrock* (M25) 

110.    Toddington Southbound* 

(M1) 

109.    Southwaite Northbound (M6) 

108.    Newport Pagnell South (M1) 

107.    Bridgwater (M5) 
*services known to be undergoing  

refurbishment at the time of the survey. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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DRIVER 2020 

 

A national research project is looking for learner drivers aged under 25. Learners will receive free 

additional training, e-learning or be asked to download an app to help complement their learning. 

They will be paid to complete some surveys once they have passed their test and can also enter a 

prize draw for the chance to win a brand new car. One of the interventions is designed to help 

learner drivers track and plan their learning.  

 

Referred to as Driver2020  it is a real-world trial of 

interventions designed to help newly-qualified drivers 

improve their skills and safety when they begin driving post-

test and forms part of the Government’s Road Safety 

Strategy, first mentioned in the 2015 Road Safety Statement. 

The research is being led by TRL (Transport Research 

Laboratory) and other key partners.  

 

In all Driver2020 is investigating 5 interventions targeted at learners and novice drivers in a series 

of controlled tests – much like the trial which took place to evaluate the changes to the L test. The 

interventions will act as additional exercises that learners can do to supplement what they already 

get from their driving instructors. 

 

TRL needs ADIs to help support this research along with pupils to take part in the Driver2020 trial to 

learner drivers across the country. Some of these work-streams could be very useful in promoting 

more ADI involvement in driver education and testing across the board so it’s important we have 

the support of the driver training community in this project. It’s crucial trainers get involved in 

projects such as this as it will directly shape driver training, licensing and testing in the future. 

 

Shaun Helman, Chief Scientist for 

Transportation and the Project Director of 

Driver2020 said:  
 

“Without the help of Approved Driving Instructors 

research projects like Driver2020 simply cannot 

succeed. I’m looking forward to great levels of 

support from the profession, as we have received 

from previous TRL projects like this. I’m also 

looking forward to being able to come back to the 

profession at the end of the project to see what 

role they can play in implementing whatever we 

find, so that we can all work together to improve 

the safety of the people we all serve – those new 

drivers who are hungry to learn, to improve, and 

to make the roads safer.” 

  

For more information go to driver2020.co.uk 

  

DRIVER LICENCE CHECKS 

 

Fleets should increase the frequency of driving licence checks on high risk drivers, says the 

Association for Driving Licence Verification (ADLV).  It is recommending monthly checks should be 

carried out on drivers with more than nine points as a matter of best-

practice. The recommendations seek to build on guidelines by the Freight 

Transport Association and FORS (Fleet Operators Recognition Scheme) which 

both recommend drivers should be checked at least bi-annually as a matter 

of course. However, according to the ADLV, as a driver gets closer to losing 

their licence then more frequent checking makes good sense – as penalty 

points and potential disqualifications can happen quickly through totting up. It’s simply not enough, 

says the Association, for fleets to rely on staff self-declaring when they receive penalties. Rather, 

full compliance should be based on a managed risk based approach. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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CAR THEFT ON THE RISE 

 

The West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner is calling for car manufacturers to do more 

about security, after the number of car thefts in the West Midlands was three times higher in the 

first six months of 2018 than in the same period in 2015. 

Since 2015, West Midlands police has seen a five-fold 

increase in Ford vehicles being stolen – going from 184 

to 1,070. The rise in keyless technology is believed to 

be a large part of the problem. With thieves being able 

to quickly manipulate the security of cars using 

electronic tools meaning that some vehicles can be 

taken by criminals in less than a minute.  
 

The increasing use of technology, by both car 

manufacturers and criminals, is just one reason why 

thefts of motor vehicles partivularly in the West 

Midlands has almost tripled – going from 1,210 to 3,420. 

 

Devices known as ‘relay boxes’ bought on the black market are able to find the signal of the car key 

when it’s in a home and transmit it to unlock, start and then steal a vehicle straight off a driveway. 

This means in some cases criminals are able to get away with a car in less than a minute. On Board 

Diagnostics (OBD) ports which are typically used by mechanics to access a car’s computer are also 

used. Criminals can use the OBD port to stop the alarm, unlock door and make a copy of the key. 

The necessary tech can be bought online for just £70. Older Ford cars with a tibbe lock could be 

more susceptible to thieves if they’ve got their hands on a Tibbe Lock Pick, which lets them break 

in. Such devices can be purchased online for as little as £20. 

 

From the large number of ‘chop shops’ to the lack of regulations in car auctions criminals are 

finding more and more ways of making money from stealing cars. Cars are delivered to chop shops 

where they are taken apart and the parts sold on or used to make new cars.  

 

According to the West Midlands police, manufacturers have the ability to close security loopholes 

that allow thieves to get hold of these vehicles so easily. For example, manufacturers could create 

a key that would stop transmitting a signal after a certain period of inactivity or even add an ‘off’ 

switch for when the car is left overnight or during a holiday. West Midlands force also believes that 

legislation could be improved. Tighter processes around auction houses, stricter regulations on 

MOTs (the MOT to be cancelled once a car is written off) and ensuring anyone that sells car parts is 

a registered dismantler would all help. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 

Have you been harrassed at junction by someone behind you or not moved through a gap when 

what is seen by the car to your rear is plenty of room? It is always important to remember that 

what you can see from your position in the road is different from anyone else and vice-versa. 

 

Richard Gladman Head of Driving Standards for IAM Roadsmart seemed to sum it up- 

 

“Try to see the world through the eyes of others and help them, without them even realising it. If we all did 

this, it might even catch on. Giving a little more space or a bit of extra time will make a difference” 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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ASSISTED AND AUTOMATED DRIVING 
 

Thatcham Research and the ABI (Association of British Insurers) have called on carmakers and 

legislators for greater clarity around the capability of vehicles sold with driver assistance and 

automated driving technologies. The call comes in the wake of growing reports of people crashing 

whilst over-relying on technology which is not yet designed to drive the car independently. 
 

The risks to drivers have been outlined in the new ‘Assisted and Automated Driving Definition and 

Assessment’ Paper* which has identified dangerous grey areas 

associated with some driver support technologies. These 

include misleading names, like Autopilot and ProPilot, given 

to systems by carmakers, how and when drivers should take 

back control of their vehicles and systems which are designed 

to work in specific situations only (e.g. on motorways) but 

can also function anywhere. 
 

To provide guidance to carmakers and legislators, Thatcham 

Research has drawn up a list of 10 key criteria that every 

Assisted vehicle must have. 
 

Thatcham Research has also revealed further details of a new 

consumer testing programme designed to assess Assisted 

driving systems against the 10 criteria. An initial round of 

tests will take place in Summer 2018; six cars with the latest 

driver assistance systems will be scrutinised. 

 

Matthew Avery, Head of Research at Thatcham Research said:  
 

“The next three years mark a critical period, as 

carmakers introduce new systems which appear to 

manage more and more of the driving task. These 

are not Autonomous systems. Our concern is that 

many are still in their infancy and are not as 

robust or as capable as they are declared to be. 

We’ll be testing and evaluating these systems, to 

give consumers guidance on the limits of their 

performance. The ambition is to keep people safe 

and ensure that drivers do not cede more control 

over their vehicles than the manufacturer 

intended. How carmakers name Assisted systems 

will be a key focus – with any premature inference 

around Automated capabilities being marked 

down.” 

 

Other key elements of the tests include: 
 

 Studying the manufacturers’ promotional literature and driving manuals to find out how clearly 

the systems’ capabilities and drivers’ responsibilities are explained; 

 How drivers cope with enabling, activating, operating and deactivating the systems; 

 Assessment of what happens when the driver is required to take back control, whether routinely 

or in an emergency (such as collision threats involving stationary and slow-moving vehicles in the 

road ahead, cars cutting across paths and accidents involving pedestrians) 

 Will the Assisted technology always comply with the law, for example adjusting to local speed 

limits? 

 

The results of all the tests will allow final grades to be generated for use by insurers and consumer 

organisations and will be published in the Autumn 2018. 

 

*Find a copy at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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THIRD PHASE OF UN REGULATIONS FOR CHILD CAR SEATS 

 

The third phase of new UN regulations covering the safety of child car seats has been agreed and 

will come into force next year. The new additions to the R129 standard cover baby and toddler 

seats held in position by a seatbelt (i.e. not attached to Isofix mounting points found on newer 

cars).   Child seats built to this new standard would be a safer option for parents with older cars 

without Isofix points. 

 

Phase 1 of the R129 standard, which has been in place for five years, already covers Isofix -

attached baby and toddler seats with built-in seatbelts. Phase 2 covers child seats with optional 

Isofix mounts that use the car’s seat belt to restrain the child, rather than an integrated belt. 

 

The R129 standard is an improvement on the older R44 UN standard because it offers: 

 

 Better protection for the developing head and neck of babies and toddlers due to 

mandatory rearward facing installation until the age of 15 months; 

 Improved child safety due to the introduction of mandatory side impact protection for all 

new seats; 

 New generation dummies which more closely represent the actual behaviour of real 

children; 

 A simplified guide to choosing the right seat for the child, by using the height of the child 

as the only guideline; 

 Improved fitting, plug and play, with reduced scope for incorrect installation. 

 

The only type of seat not yet covered by the new R129 standard is backless booster seats, but the 

use of these is already limited to children taller than 125cm under the older R44 standard. 

 

ANEC, a European consumer organisation that specialises in safety standards, has been calling for 

updated UN safety standards for car seats for a decade.  The organisation is calling for an end to 

type approvals of seats under the older R44 standards and says consumers should aim to only buy 

seats that meet the latest regulation (R129). Every seat approved under UN regulations has a 

sticker indicating whether it was approved under R44 or R129 (see below). 
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SAFER ROADS SAFER 

VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These conferences have been 

financially supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the generosity of our sponsors we are able to offer a limited number of BOGOF places for 

each of the above conferences. This means that if you purchase one ticket for your group business 

or organisation you can have the second one free up to the limit of the offer. 

If you wish to take advantage of this then please call 01903 506095 BEFORE you complete the 

form to ensure places are still available under this scheme. 

Note: This offer is not available to be used in conjunction with any previously booked places. 

            The offer applies to one person paying the full price of £95.00 with the second place being free. 

When you book use the on line form at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/ 

 

 
NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR THE LYNDA CHALKER AWARD 

 

Road Safety GB is inviting nominations for the 2018 Lynda Chalker Award, which recognises 

individuals or organisations that have contributed significantly to road safety in the UK. The Lynda 

Chalker Award, Road Safety GB’s annual opportunity to recognise an outstanding contribution to 

road safety. Lynda Chalker (now the Baroness Chalker of Wallasey), who was transport minister in 

the mid-1980s, presented LARSOA (now Road Safety GB) with a carriage clock to be used for the 

Award when she moved to a new post in overseas development. 

 

The nomination form is available to download and the deadline for nominations is 5pm on 24th 

September 2018. Nominations must be made by a third party and supported by two others – self 

nominations will not be accepted. 

 

For more information about the nomination process contact June Howlett on 01296 382338 
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DEFINING MOTOR INSURANCE FRAUD “CRASH FOR CASH” 

 

Leading author and writer on road safety and traffic law, Tom Harrington LLB, 

F.Inst MTD has  written his latest paper in which he takes a look at Motor Insurance 

Fraud. 
 

 

In his summary he says… 

Insurance fraud is not a victimless crime. It 

pushes up the cost of insurance for honest 

consumers; funds the wider activities of 

criminal gangs and puts pressure on essential 

public services such as the health service and 

the courts. Contrary to the perception of 

many of these who commit fraud, they are 

not stealing from a faceless company or 

corporation. The costs are paid by their 

friends, families and neighbours through 

higher insurance premiums. Furthermore, the 

normalization of fraudulent behaviour is 

socially corrosive and erodes trust. This 

article entitled - Defining Motor Insurance 

Fraud - deals with the serious issue of motor 

insurance fraud and its consequences for the 

honest consumer and the penalties imposed 

on the “crash for cash” criminals when 

chasing false and misleading claims. 

 

Read the full article at https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/guidance-

reference  

 

A NEW AMBASSADOR FOR IAM ROADSMART 

 

IAM RoadSmart has announced that Ash Hall, who lost both legs serving in Afghanistan and has 

started a new career as a racing driver, will become an ambassador for IAM 

RoadSmart. He will be giving providing feedback to IAM RoadSmart on its 

courses and products and how they can be made better for disabled 

customers He will also be available to visit local groups for talks.  
 

Ash served in the Royal Engineers for 10 years; whilst serving in Afghanistan 

in 2010, he was hit by an improvised explosive device causing serious 

injuries - which led to the amputation of both legs above the knees and 

shattered his pelvis. Ash is involved with Team BRIT which is aiming to 

become the first ever all-disabled team to enter the Le Mans 24 Hour race 

by 2020. Ash has continued to take part in sports at the highest level since 

sustaining his injuries and represented Great Britain in the Invictus Games 

in Canada last September where he won a silver medal in wheelchair rugby. 

He also holds a Guinness world record for the longest distance travelled in 

24 hours using a go-kart with hand controls – at 1,888.6 kilometres. 

 
MEND THE ROADS MEND THE PAVEMENTS 

 

In a freedom of information request by the AA it has found that 10,329 injury claims were made by 

members of the public in the twelve months up to 31st May 2018 costing £2.1 million in 

compensation which had to be found from Local Authority budgets and in the meantime Councils 

are developing strategies and indeed encouraging people to walk more! Until we get real 

investment in our maintenance budgets for roads and pavements we will not get the modal shift we 

are seeking  
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NEW PLANS TO UPDATE ROAD SAFETY LAWS TO PROTECT CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS 

 

The Department for Transport plans to bring road safety legislation up-to-date to protect 

vulnerable road users which include proposals to clamp down on dangerous cyclists, following a 

campaign earlier this year to clamp down on dangerous drivers 

 

The published consultation will look at whether a new offence equivalent 

to causing death by careless or dangerous driving should be introduced for 

dangerous cyclists and is seeking views on whether there should be new 

offences for cyclists of causing death or serious injury when cycling, and 

what the associated penalties might be. The consultation also seeks views 

on the scope and penalties of existing offences which for cycling currently 

apply only to the road (which includes the pavement) but not in other 

public places. 

 

The Consultation closes on 15th November 2018 

Find a copy at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

ROAD SAFETY FOUNDATION APPOINTS NEW RESEARCH MANAGER 

  

The Road Safety Foundation has appointed Brian Lawton as its new Programme and Research 

Manager.  

 

Brian was a Senior Road Safety Specialist and Project Lead at TRL working across 

the organisation's wide-ranging road safety programme, understanding the risks 

associated with different road users, enabling clients to better manage risk to save 

lives and prevent life-changing injuries. He has presented at and chaired 

international conferences, and has appeared as an expert witness in court. 

  

Brian has 14 years' experience in road safety, substantial expertise in speed management, a clear 

commitment to evidence-led analysis and policy and a first class master's degree in maths.  

 

 

2017 ROAD SAFETY CASUALTY DATA DELAYS 

 

The embarrassment for road safety practitioners, researchers and others having to use road 

casualty data which dates back to 2016 when we are almost three quarters of the way through 2018 

is totally unacceptable and yet for the second year the Department of Transport has been forced 

into apologising for the delay of the 2017 information saying that they hope it will be published at 

the end of September once it has been fully validated. 

 

It would seem that this arises due to the unavailability of complete 2017 data for London. Data for 

London is collected by the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) and validated by Transport for London 

(TfL). TfL and MPS data comprises more than 15% of Great Britain’s road casualty data. Without a 

complete set of Stats 19 records it is not possible for DfT to validate and produce a national data 

set. The delay is due to data supply issues and DfT have met regularly with TfL and MPS in order to 

understand and resolve these issues. TfL and MPS are working together to expedite the delivery of 

2017 data and to improve the timeliness for 2018 data. 
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PASS THEIR TEST BUT THEN DON’T DRIVE 

 

Anecdotally we have been talking about young people not flocking to learn to drive on their 

seventeenth birthday and if and when they do pass their test not immediately seeking to own their 

own car.  

 

In a survey small consumer survey undertaken by 

First Car magazine in conjunction with Veygo by 

Admiral of some 1393 drivers across the UK it found 

that Approximately one in eight UK drivers don’t 

get behind the wheel within the first year of 

passing their test despite 77% of respondents 

believing their skills will deteriorate after not 

driving for a long time. Of those who didn’t drive 

within the first 12 months after passing the test, 

49% said they had no access to a car, while 38% felt 

that running a car was simply too expensive. 13% 

explained that being at university meant they 

didn’t need to drive. Other factors in the top 10 

reasons included nervousness, a preference for 

public transport and environmental concerns. The 

survey shows that 62% of learners pass their test 

between the ages of 17-19 years – with 77% saying 

their confidence behind the wheel increased after 

passing their test. 

 

Further analysis of Admiral customers also reveals that 16% of new drivers had not driven for 

between one and three years after getting their full driving license – 55% of whom were women and 

78% of whom were under 25 years old. 

 

While this makes sense, it is perhaps worrying that after all those professional lessons, 7% of drivers 

said they were too nervous to go solo post-test, with 4% saying their parents were too nervous to 

let them drive which I have found is a common reaction but once they have experienced driving for 

the first time on their own in the majority on instances this is no longer a fear. 

 

 

PEOPLEPANELS 

 

Enfield Council has fitted purpose-built safety panels – designed to prevent fatal collisions with 

vulnerable road users – to its vehicle fleet. ‘PeoplePanels’  as 

they are affectionately known are designed to stop 

pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists from going under 

lorries in the event of a collision thereby reducing the risk of 

more serious injury. The panels are fitted to the side of 

lorries with prominent warning signs reading ‘take extra care 

near this vehicle’. 

 

PeoplePanels have been developed by James Dawes, a former Metropolitan Police motorcycle 

sergeant, who is now managing director at Dawes Highway Safety. 
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 I don’t have access to a car 

 It’s too expensive 

 I’m at college or university and 

don’t need a car 

 I don’t want to run a car as I’m 

saving money  

 I’m too nervous 

 I prefer to use public transport 

 My family or friends drive me 

around 

 My parents are too nervous to let 

me drive 
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TRAFFIC COMMISSIONERS ANNUAL REPORT 

 

The Traffic Commissioners have published their Annual Report for 2017-2018 in which appears the 

following extract which has caught the attention of the media 

“There are, of course, instances where the 

consequences of running dangerous vehicles – and 

our regulatory interventions – come into the 

sharpest focus. This is especially so in the case of 

vehicles used to transport schoolchildren. We 

know that budgets for home to school transport 

are under strain. This is evidenced by the vehicles 

which are used for this work. They tend to be at, 

or beyond, the end of their serviceable lives. It 

will be hard for anyone to understand why some 

operators believe it is acceptable to take our 

children to school in vehicles that are plainly 

dangerous. There is no place in our industry for 

the people who operate vehicles this way and we 

take decisive action when these licence holders 

are brought to our attention. In one case referred 

to us during this reporting year, an operator had 

not given his vehicles safety inspections for over a 

year. Three of the vehicles received prohibitions 

after dropping children off at school due to the 

risk of harm posed to passengers.” 

 

Find a copy at  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

DRINK DRIVE FIGURES 2016 

 

Around 13% of all road deaths in 2016 were drink drive related, unchanged from the previous year. 

However the actual figures show that there were between 220 and 250 people killed in collisions 

where at least one driver was over the drink-drive limit in This is higher than in 2015 – when it was 

200 drink-drive. Overall the total figures indicate that 9,040 people were killed or injured in drink-

drive collisions, representing a rise of 7% from 8,470 in 2015. 

  

The total number of collisions where at least one driver or rider was over the alcohol limit also 

rose, up 6% to 6,070. 
 

 

TYRE LABELLING 

 

The EU is proposing new regulations to ensure all vehicle tyres are supplied with information about 

their fuel efficiency, safety and noise standards. 

 

 

 

TWO UP AND COMING EVENTS 
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Free to attend: Register at 

https://www.road-

expo.com/register/ 

 

 

Annual Conference  
Sunday 28th October 2018 

The Copthorne Hotel, Dudley,  

West Midlands, DY5 1UR 
Contact: 01384 482882 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/

